Mr Simon Crean – Federal Minister for Education s.crean.mp@aph.gov.au

Ms Cath Bowtell – Candidate for the Federal Seat of Melbourne cath.bowtell@australianlabor.com.au

Mr John Brumby – Premier of Victoria premier@dpc.vic.gov.au

Mr Peter Batchelor – Victorian Minister for the Arts peter.batchelor@parliament.vic.gov.au
Ms Bronwyn Pike – Victorian Minister for Education bronwyn.pike@parliament.vic.gov.au
Dear Mr Batchelor, Ms Bowtell, Mr Brumby, Mr Crean and Ms Pike,
My name is <your name> and I write as <e.g. VCA student, employer of VCA graduates etc>.

<insert a personal statement about your connection with VCA / your VCA experience / why VCA is important to you e.g. I studied Music Theatre at VCA, graduating in 2006. Since that time I have….>

I wish to express my total support of your collective recent action to provide financial security to the Victorian College of the Arts. In particular I completely support:

· New Federal funding for VCA of $6-8m p/a for an independent VCA. This is in recognition of VCA’s unique national importance as being the only tertiary College to teach every art form at an elite level, with an emphasis on cross-form collaboration. It also recognises VCA’s funding was severely cut in 2005 by the then Federal Government, thus threatening the College’s ability to contribute to Australia’s cultural landscape and arts economy.

· VCA’s independence being restored, either by returning to being an affiliate of the University of Melbourne or becoming a stand-alone cultural institution funded through the Federal Arts Ministry. VCA must retain a non-Melbourne Model music program.

· Recognition that if VCAM is to continue as a Faculty of the University the required new funds significantly increase to $18-20m p/a (refer pages 22-26 of the University of Melbourne’s response to its Review).

· An ongoing Victorian State contribution to VCA infrastructure and equipment to ensure the College remains nationally and internationally competitive.

However, in reference to the University’s Response to its VCAM Review, I am concerned:

· The Melbourne Model is still considered an option for VCAM despite strong staff, student and industry opposition.

· Music is being broken away from the rest of VCA in spite of the serious concerns expressed by staff and students.

· Only a Melbourne Model Music program will exist at VCAM.

· The forthcoming Curriculum Review is not being run independently of the University, and thus is likely to repeat the severe deficiencies of the first Review.
I look forward to both the Federal and Victorian Governments swift action on these matters so that VCA can contribute to the Australian artistic life.
Kind Regards,

<Your Name>
<your email>

<your mobile number>

<your address>
